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1 che En mr 


Ros ERT, Eazrtrof Wak- 
vv re xx, and to his moſt ver- 
tuous and Noble Counteſſe, the 
Lady Frances: 


Hou Who art in thy Count ry iuſtly bight, 
eAnother Daniel for iud ging right: 


And thou his Dame, a Suſan of this age; 
Let Both begraced with your Patronage. 


Se ee 


The Argument, or Morall, of the 
whole Hiſtorie. 


[| Chaſte Syſame,here interpret Right, 

Or uſtice; cleare, as pure celeſtiall Light ; 

Whom couetous falſe Elders, moſt vniuſt, 

Seeke to corrupt, to ſatisſie their Luſt. 
Diuine Aſtrea, of immortall Seede, 

Abhominates ſuch foule and wicked deede: 

Wherefore they to the people her diſgrace, 

And ſet vp wrong and bribing in her place. 

The people, alwaĩes prone to imitate 

Theit vice, not vertues, that do ſway the ſtate, 

Toine with the Iudges al to beat down right, 

And take iu guifts and doing wrong delight. 

Till Joue,awaked with the piteous cry 

Of thoſe that grone vnder Iniquity, 

The gods his Peares to Parlament doth call, 

And to Olympus court them ſummons all: 

Where they decree a Daniel to ſend, 

To iudge the worſt, that al the reſt may mẽd: 

Thence doth Aſtrea cleare, like Saſan ſhine, 

And iudges meaſure by her equall Line. 
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Geds goodxeſſe in Iudahs captiuitieʒ 
Toachims worth : what A ought to bez 
A good wife by Suſanna i deſcride, 

The greateſt Blifle that can 4 men betide. 
The Elders each to other doe diſcouer 


Their Lufts, and plot their wiſhes to recouer, 


Sing the honour of that noble Dame, 
Who for true vertues fake deſpiſed ſhame ; 
And rather choſe to die with infamy, 
hen violate her ſacred Chaſtitie: 


eouſneſſe as cleare as day. 
houldthou ds? 
Frey —_— 
I ſing of Iudges baſe, not more vniu 
. 


of Iuſtice, l 
And knowledge of 


Direct my Muſe; Iniuſtice to diſcouer, 
That hating vice, 1 * 
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2 T he firſt Booke of Suſanna, 


And ceach me ſing Su ſannas lacred Rory, 

| To all chaſte eares delight, and to thy glory. 

| Whilſt can Land lay ſeauenty yeeres vntilde, 

$(br.36.21 And $4bbaths all prophan'd had nigh fuld : 
The Abramites that vnder bondage groane, 
Sate weeping by the ſtreames of B lan: 
Their Haryes vpon the willow trees then hung, 
On which they lately Siows ſongs had ſung ; 
And though their voices had forgot :o ling, | 
And fingers touch of ſweeteſſ warbling ſtring; | 
lehou eh could not, for his Abrams ſake, 
Forget the promiſe he to bim did make: 
Bur gaue them favour in the heathens ſight, 
And dwellings both for profite and delight: 
And, leſt they ſhould theſe benefits deſpiſe, | 
They had, within themſelues, tie exerciſe | 
Of their one Lawes; and Elders every yeare, 
The people choſe the gouernment to beate, 
Who might by vprightneſſe, and skill in law, 
Protect the Good, and keepe the bad in awe. 

Amongſt the reſt, that in that tegion 

Had large poſſeſſions; In Babylon 
Ioachim had a honſe molt rich and faire, 
Moſt pleaſant,fruitfull, healthfull eke for ayre: 
But was renowm'd and famous, moſt of all, 
For one faire, large and open goodly Hall, 
Whither all lewiſh ſuirours wont reſort, 
For luſtice z there the Elders uept their Court. ( 
Elders whi« h ought, by Jethros counſell wile, 

4 18.21. Be men of courage, hating couetiſez 

— Fearing the Lor iʒin dealing iuſt, vpright ; 
And able to diſcerne the wrong from right: 
Bur theſe were Ancients in iniquity, 
Malice,laiultice and Adultery, i 4 

oth 


T hefarſt Booke of Sulanna. 
Both like in Ignorance, and baſe condition: 
Both raig'd by bribing, fauour and ambition: 
Not vſing Law hard cauſes to decide, 
For they all matters by one ballance tride; 
Whoſe guift weighs heauieſt, victory obtaines, 
This mickle profit brings with little paines: 
g ſtriſes finall etermination, 
. 
to groape e purſe di eſt way, 
And res eden nee : 
Theſe wdged then che 
Ofcaptiue I-wes that were in Dolan: 
And for loachim was a noble man, 
To him the people with the Elders came ; 
— they till noone the cauſes — call, 
s now our Indges in Weſtmmſier 
1 — was not ſo honorable 
For anceſtry, or t that's heritable, 
As for his veriues, luſtice, Pietie, 
Fumblenefle, Meekeneſſe and lntegritie. 
Theſe did his minde and actions more adorne, 
0 — . — armes with ſcorne: 
e reputation, 
And ſought vnto of all the Iewiſh nation; 
Who though he Prem was and Aduocate, 
And wondrous knowledge had, to rule the Stare, 
By his great skill in Lewes iudiciall, 
The Morall and the Ceremoniall ; 
Yer ſeeing the corruptions of the Time, 
And Folly into Seate of I«ftice clime: 
And that the moſt vniuſt and i norant, 
8 friends, or e, — Grant 
high offices; Hee free from charg 
of pu 


ee fi coo terre 
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Bur for becauſe,man borne he vnderſtood, 
] Not for himſelfe,bur for his countreys good, 
| | He tooke more paines,thin any Magiſtrate, 
| For wronged friends,and good publike ſtate, 
5 So that his was the Houſe of Iuſſice hight, , 
L His mouth an Oracle of Lew and Right; 
The widows,poores,and orphans ſure defendour, 
Tb Innocents aid, and terrour of th' offendour. 
He ware a Lawyers Gowne to keepe him warme, 
But ſould no Breath, to doe a poore man harwe, 
He that deſcribe all heauenly Graces can, 
May tell the vertues of this noble man; 
Which he not only learnd, by contemplation, 
| But ed. to — . - —.— 40 
"4 good wife But aboue wealt is man 
el 7 He with a faithful! honeſt wife was bleſt, 
Pros. 3 1. 10. In whom her husbands heart might ſaſely truſt, 
11. Kc. In wealth or want contented, true and iuſt, 
8 Who did him good, not euill all her dajes, 
| Induſtrious with her mind and hands alwaies : 
, Like merchants ſhip that foode from far doth bring, 
d Early and late her houſhould ordering: 25 
Her working hand ſtill open for to feede, 
The hungty, and to giue to them that neede: 
; And inthe Sommer for the Winter tide, 
| She cloathing for her houſhould doth provide. 
This made her husband ſo much ſet by, and 
| To fic amongſt the Rulers of the ; 
| Her mouth was ſhur,and couered her face, 
| In one ſate modeſty, in th other grace, 
In one did angelique ſweet beautie ſhine, | 
From thꝰ other wiſdome flowes,and grace diuine. 
N To many daughters, Graces rare befall, 
f But chaſte Suſ4xxs went beyond them all. 
ö Amongſt 
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Tube fo Books of Suſanna; x 
the fruixs of her lnduſtriouſneſſe, 
Who neuer eate her Bread in idleneſſe, 0 
Shee an orchard fruirfull, rich and faire, 
Whitherſhe with her Lord doth Bod _— 


Themſelues awhile from wor * 
And on their handy workes Gods Ane ſee; — 
—.— e del 


There _ they pleaſe, — rc 
the ſame apure ftreame — 


Wich flowers, fruits, and 

For through 

To which the Birds — trebles warbeled, 
The winds amongſt the tres a Baſe . ſound, 
And flowers all enamelled the gr 

Bur lo = winds, birds, —— all were mute, 
At nimble touch of S»ſaxs trembling Lute, 

Brooke ſtaid, Birds _ and Aire calme became, 
To heare the heau nl ofthis Dame; 

But moſt it doth her heart reioyce, 

To heare her Lute outwarbled by her voice: 

Which ſeem d a quire of ICE which did praiſe 
The Kung of —. n in D 

So haue I often heard, in forreſt 

When Spring begins with calme = "= aire, 
Groaues 2 thit her doe reſort, 


Oft ſing by ioyne in one * 
Till Ph R 

Hauing their x mulique Ea — 
Sends —— 
The other Birds are all aſham d to ſingnʒ 

And liſtening, Nen ke es idee 
Des all their changesin ene Dinie heare. 


And ſo haue I often ſeene the ſhepheard ſwaines, 
7 — the ſhepheardeſſes on the p 
Challenge their mates 2 * pipe and — 
And i — in conſort 


That 


| 


— — — 
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Luſt deſcri« 
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6 The firſt Booke of Suſanna. 
That all the ſhepheards dance to heare them ſing, 
And fotreſts all with ioy aloud doe ring, » 
1 ll Phillis with one ſtroake of warbling Lute, 
The ſhepheards pipes,and voices all makcs mute; 
Yea collin clout doch breake his pipe for ſhame, 
To heare the heauenly ditties of his Dame. 

Thus oft ſhe ſolaced for recreation, 
But moſt alone, for holy meditation, 
She ia her orchyard walketh euery day, 
To reade the Scriptures, meditate and pray, 
Where by ſublime pure heauenly contemplation, 
With God and Angels the hath conuetſation, 
And by true Faith, and her ſpirituall eye, 
As preſent doth the day of chriſt deſcry. 

This Di'mond of invaluable prize, 
Was ſoon? diſcern'd by Blders luitfuil eyes, 
Luſt that fierce Fire, which firſt in eyes conceiues, 
And raging enters in,and neuer leaues, 
Till all the body it hath ſer on fire, 
And ſeard the ſoule with wicked firange deſire; 
Like lightning, ſent from Heau n for curſed ſinne, 
Which firſt on tops of Towers doth begin, 
Then fires the roofe, thence falls downe to the hall, 
And is not quench'c till it conſumeth all. 
Sweet kindly heate,when youth kept in Joues bounds 
A wite not womankind for ſcope unds; 
Bur eu'n a ſparke of hell, when it Cochtags 
Amongſt the Ancient, politique and Sage. 
& Gcay heads incontinent when they were young, 
& As they grow weake in limbs, in luſt grow ſtrong. 
This fire ſo fierce doth in the Elders burne, 
It all their mirth to heauineſſe doth turne, 

Their caſt downe eyes dare not behold the fight 
Of Hear n,nor thinke on God that iudgeth right. 


Deepe 


T be firſt Booke of Suſanna. 7 


Deepe was indeede Selfe-guilty conſcience wound, 
But they more violent Lufts fury found; 
Each his owne fire but not his fellowes knew, 
Nat durſt one it vato another ſhew; ; 
Aſham'd their filthy luſt to her to tell, 
Vet both, to quench their flames, would burne in hel; 
Both wickedly doe proiect day and night, 
That at the leaſt they may enjoy her fight: 
Tohane their will on her both were full faine, 
But ſaw no meanes their longings to obraine. 
As Stan, when he would vs worke deſpite, 
Transformes him to an Angell of the Lebt, 
Leſt if we ſhould behold his _ Shape, 
Forearmd,forewarnd,we might his malice ſcape: 
So theſe two Catles in S»ſans preſence late, 
As if they all on Juſtice meditate, 
And when they chanc'd with Joachim to dine, 
Their table-talke was of all things diuine: 
Of a ſound conſcience, and equity, 
Wiuc's Loyalty, and virgins chaſtity; 
Thus hoping, by their queint Hypocrifee, 
To make a way to foule Adultery. 
One day from Iudgement ſeate when both did riſe, 
And either turned home as was their guite, 
Both ſtreight returne d, and together mette, 
With hope the ſight of her alone to gett: 
Where either of the other doth enquire, 
The cauſe of their ſo ſuddaine backe retire, 
Brother, ſaid then, the Senior in degree, 
What is the cauſe I thee ſo heauy ſee ? 
Doth any Aheb hold from thee ſame ground, 
That doth vpon thy houſe,or vineyard bound? 
Which thou defir't for profite or delight, 
Tell me, and he ſnall know a Iudges might. 


Or 
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Or doth there any Mardecheedeny 
To doe obeiſance to thy Seignury ? 
Haſt thou receiued wrong ot any wight, 
And would againe with ſweere reuenge requite ? 
1 Or tell mee, ſome faire Dame doeſt thou not loue ? 
Whoſe Chſtity thou art afraid to prooue: 
What euer be thy griefe, now tell it me, 
And vſe my power, as I haue vſed thee, 
What doe we both like Kings o're Iudah raigne? 
And ſhall ought croſſe our pleaſure or our gaine ? 
No no,wee'le breake or make them all obay; | 
We rule not if our ſubiects vs gaineſay: | 
My Lord, replide the e againe, | 
Tis not Revenge, Ambition, Pleaſure, Gaine, | 
That ſo afflict my body and my mind, | 
| Tis Lone of Faire: hut ſhame there ſtopt his wind, 
. The word Suſam« faine he would haue (aid, | 
| But was of man, though not of God afraid. 
As two old theeues, chat haue companions bin 
Oft times in Murther, Theft and fowler Sie ; 
H:uing a Booty in one placę eſpide, 
But neither others mind thereto deſcride, 
At diuers windowes ſlipping in by night, 
Into one Hall, which doth both — affright, 
(One for the owner firſt the other taking, 
And each a true man, ſor a mp miſtaking,) 
j Till by ſome ſecret markes each doth eſpy, 
His fellow-theefe, there met vnwillingly, 
Where with both glad, hope eaſelier to obtaine, 
Their purpoſe, and be Sharers in the gaine: 
Ev'n ſo theſe Elders; who by might and fraud, 
———— Uä—6—iõ 
The fatherleſſe, and w of their right, 
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And to oppreſſe the weaker by their might; 1 ; 
ir 


T he firſt Booke of Suſanna- 9 
Firſt feard one by the other to be ſpide, 
But after they had both their luſts deſcride, 
Joy intheir hap, and eaſelier hope to get, 
And ſhare the Booty, for which they met. 
Thrice noble Mate, the elder ludge replide, 
I ſee one fire in both our hearts doth bide, 
Which ſmothered, ſmoaking inwardly will burne, | 
But blowne and ftird;to pureſt flames will turne ; | 
I, by thy meeting here, doe ſurely ghefle, ; | 
It 1s one Dame doth both our hearts poſſeſſe: | 
For I haue oft beheld thee fixe thine eye, 
Vpon her beauty as ſhe paſled by, 
And therewith heard thee ny h and groane, 
As thou didſt wiſh to be with her alone. 
But, ſince ſweete cid ſmites both with one Dan, 
Let vs not herein one another thwart, 
| If diſcord our deſires ſhall divide, 

Our powre and empire can not long abide : 

Let name of Rivall which breedes mortall hate, 

In youth, in age, our loues conglutinate. 

Her beauty that than Sunne doth clearer ſſine, 

Hath heate ynough to warme mine heart and thine, 

And both our longings fully ſatisfie, 

Let's ſhare in loues, as in commodity. 

As ſtrongeſt caſtle which doth forte 

Ie ſelfe rendure the Siege of enemy, 

By force vnited s ſooner ouercome, 

1T han if they ſhould aſſault it one by one: 

So ſhall we finde the Fortreſſe of this Dame, 

By both, than one, more eaſy to be tane: | 

ea if through waiwardnefle it ſhall Rand out, 

By force or policy wee'le bring't about, 

Either with peace our pleaſures to enioy, 
| Or ruine it and vtterly deſtroy. 


Deare 
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Deare Brother, | mine heart muſt tell thee plaine, 

My Romacke can not brooke, ſo fowle aSwaine 

As loachim, whom the baie Mul: tude 

Honour as King, thould thus vnto be ſude 

Of all, to be their Patrane, Adu ocate, | 

And ſway our powre in ruling ot the State: 

Alleadging Lew and Cuftome to maintaine 

Things, that ſo croſſe our pleaſure and our gaine ; 

That he, I fay,ſhould be the onely wight, 

That feeles che Beames of this cleare Suns ſweet light; 

That in his armes he ſhould enioy alone, 

Suſanna, a fit Bride for Salomon. | | 
Let vs bethink's of ſome conuenient tide, | 

Our ſelues in ſome cloſe ſhady place to hide, 

And take her in her Orchard all alone, 

For there ſhe walketh curry afternoone : 

There, when we (ec;our oportunitie, 

Keepe thou the dooreglle keepe Her company, 

And when I ſatisfide haue my deſire, 

As I did mine, thou mayſt aſſwage thy fire: 

wickedly one with another reaſon, 

Deferring all to more conuenient ſeaſon. 
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Suſans devotions, and Huſewifery, 
—— engage my 
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Elders her 3 but ſhe denyes 
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115  ſernants ſhame 


ow ſcarce his ſteedes bad Phebus watered, 
And tor long i . harnefled,. 
And faire Aurora viher 

Made haſte c ors bi longeſt wa way, 
When chaſte Smſama from ſweete 

Oi Iaachim, and putting on her cloathes, 
She meditates on roabe of righteouinefle, 
Wherewnh the bridegroome his belou'd doth dreſſe: 
Hu merits made her one by imputation, 
Inſpirituall birth, not fleſhly generation 

Long coſtly dreſſings did the Dame decline, 

As nurſe of ——— miſl-expence of time, 
Wherefore — as, 
— — Sen 

She ſuddainely vp all her maidens calls 
And ich them to this pra 
Oh rk reſt ! that doeſt 
Forreſt;the day chat man 
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12 T he ſecond books ef Suſanna- | 
To all the duties of his calling tend, | 
Hauing thy glory euer for his end; I 
We forſt ax & nar for e our yvnworthineſſe, | 
Relying whole,on Lambs v neſle, . - 
Which from worlds firſt foundation was ſlaine, #4 
That he might free vs from eternall paiae. : 
We, for this wondrous grace,thee euet praiſe, | 
Thy care and prouidence for vs alwayes, 
Grant we of this may euer meditate, 
Our tongues thy praiſe & noble acts relate, 
And make vs truely doe all thy commands, 
So thou the workes maiſt proſper of our hands, 
As nimble larke which with the morne doth riſe, 
Mounts from her eouch, ſirſt to ſalute the skies, 
And all the way to Heauen and earth ſhe rings, 
Prayſe to the Lord of Lords and King of Kings: 
But, lauing finiſhed her due devotion 
Falls ſilent downe with ſwift and nimble motion, 
And diligent takes paines for daily foode, 
That 3 — and keepe her ſelfe and broode: 
Eu n ſo this Dame as ſoone as any light, 
Affoorded her the leaſt vie of her fight, 
Vp from the bed doth her faire body raiſe, 
er ſouls mounts vp to heau n the Lord to praiſe, 
But after ker devotions finiſhed, - 
And all her ſeruants duely ordered, 
Due partions to her maidens ſhe divides 
Aud for her houſhold daily. food provides, 
Still caring tor her husbands table moſt, 
To furniſh't bounteouſly with ſmalleſt coſt : 
Hete ſhe directs her ſteward, and her cooke, 
One to provide, the other well to looke , 
That with her faire allowance they be able, 
To furniſh plenteouſly her hus bands table, 


This 
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T he ſecond Booke of Suſanna, 13 
This time ſhe ſoueraigne waters did diſtill, 
(For ſhe in Phyſicke art had mickle skill; 
Yet was her charity, than cunniiig, more, 


Stooping to heale the meaneſt Lx ars tore: 


Her Lyons heart, fine hand, and eagles eye 

Made her admir d of all for ſurgery.) 

That done, ſhe backe returneth to her maides, 
Where either ſhe to them the Scripture teades, 

Or learnes them ſome choiſe preceprs ſhe collected, 
Or hyſtories which moſt her ſoule affected, 

With piety their minds to exerciſe 

Whul each her taske with nimble joints applies: 
Their chiefeſt workes were roabes;ro keepe frs cold, 
The orphans poore, and widowes that were old; 

Of cloath which ſhe had ſpun of her owne fleece; 
Yet oft to ſhew her skill in curious peece, 

She for her husband workes a cap or band, 

To make him be more honour'd in the land, | 
Where thou might ſee,with cunning needle told, 
The ſubtile ſerpent ſimple Exe infold. 

Here ſtands a tree, all couered with leaues, 

whoſe faireſt fruit moſt lookers on deceiues; 

By this was ſhadow'd that Forbidden tree, 

That Adam ban'de and his poſteritee. 

Many faire trees ſhe planted there around, 

But none ſo goodly to the eye was found, 

Like ſinne of pleaſing 2 deadly taſt; 

Better, than eate ſuch poiſon, euer faſt. 

But not farre off, her cunning hand contriues 

An Axtidore which out this poiſon driues: 

For here the child's depainted to the life, 

That trembleth vnder faithfull Abrams knife, 

Where Jo ! aboue his hand an Angell ſtayes, 


And doth his faith and firme obedience praiſe: 
B Here 


14 T he ſecond booke of Suſarma: 

Here in the buſh a ſpotfeſſe lambe doth lye, 

Willing, to ſaue young Iſaacl life, to dye; 

A figure of that lambe that offered 

His life to ſaue vs all in Iſaacks ſeede. 

Oft with her maids, about het round, ſhe fings 

Dauids ſweete layes vnto the King of Kings, 

Who — | with angelique ſweete noiſe, 
e 


Doe praiſe — all as with one voice. 
Thus was her houſe ot maidens arts the ſchoole, 


And Academy to inſtruct their ſoule : 

Her hands with vſe ſo cuaning were become, 
That though her eyes lookd of her worke was done, 
The whilſt with them her maidens ſhe directs, 
And her one buſineſſe no whit neglects: 

Oft reads ſhe them ſome holy Hymne of praiſe, 
Yet neuer from their worke ker fingers ſtayes. 
Thus ſhe her time in working (ſpends till noone, 
Whilſt Jaachim which roſe tem bed as ſoone, 
Doth his whole family together call, 

And ioynes in humble prayer with them all. 
Then walkes he forth to ſee his oxen plow, 

Or mowers pearly lockes of medowes mow, 

Or widows weeding of his earing graine, 

Or maidens milke from bagges of kine to ſtraine: 
Here he appoints a iolly Swaine to tend 

His flocke, and from the wolfe and flye defend: 
Oft would he teach a courſer for to pace 
More eaſy, and to raine with pleaſing grace. 

But euet he returneth home by eight, 

Where many longing Clyents for him waite, 

And him for pitty and compaſſion praid, 

To be the widowes and the orphans aide. 
Brethren, ſaith he, with all my skill and might 
Tle ſtand for you, if that your cauſe be right, 
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But ſurely know. I cannot moone my tongue 
To dot you good, and doe another wrong : 
Law is a conſtant will, a ballance t rue 
That giues to eu ry man what is his due, 
And — muſt not vnder falle pretence, 
Be made a cloake for wrong or violence: 
Or be for enuy, to the great a ſnare, 
Whilſt faults for pitty in the Poore we ſpare; 
Right ſetteth each thing in the proper place, 
Without reſpect wa purge pe or grace, 
Then would he lend to all a patient eare, 
Till each his cauſe in order doth declare: 
The right with all his might he would defend, 
And hat was wrong would counſell ſoone to end: 
Nor for diſpleaſure, feare of loſſe or might, 
Would be deterr'd from pleading for the right. 
Therefore was calbd the juſt mans Ad vocate, 
Truth's champion. and maintainer of the State. 
For paire thus each their life in labour ſpends 
One feedes and cloths them, th other them defends : 
— —— is vnto both 55 —— 8 

are abroade, then things at home p e: 
A blefied aire,for Truth which alwayes ſtood, 
Their end Gods glory, and their neighbours good, 
Now had the glorious Titans panting horſe 
Attaind the midway of their longeſt courſe, 
And Sol to checke vaine glorious humane pride, 
When as he higheſt ſate was leaſt deſcride; 
When Chimes inform'd old ſtomacks it was noone, 
So ludges roſe, and all departed ſoone : 
And Nature crauing after toile repaſt, 
Makes Joachim vnto his dinner bal. 
Here ſhould my Muſe in order, next propound, 
How he in order all things ready found ; 

B 3 
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Suſan him greeting, like the wiſe Kings Bride, 

Wu many faire chaſte Damſels by her fide, 

Who all with cheerefull comely model face, 

Bow to tlie ground with curteous comely grace: 

His ſeruants cound about the table ſtand, 

Attending all their Lords eye, and command: 
Who can deſcribe the order of the King, 

Whole wiſedomes glorious fame ſo far did ring, 

That it from Seba brought that prudent Dame, 

Which found his glory farre exceede his fame: 

He to deſcribe the order's onely able, 

Thisnoble man obſerued at bis table; 

His ſeruants,miniſters,his drinke and meate 

Happy were they that at his table eatr; 

Bliſſed are they that waiting by doe ſtand, 

His gracious words and deeds to vnderſtand. 
Their thirſt and hunger being ſatisfide, 

And God before and after glorifide, 

After ſome ſweete diſcourſes, all aroſe, 

And to their buſineſſe themſelues diſpoſe, 

Joachim turnes his bookes the law to find, 


Which might reſolue ſome doubts then in his mind. 


Wich two maydes Suſan, as it was her guiſe, 

To bathe her ſelfe into the orchard hyes; 

And ſending forth her maides for ſoape and oile 
Her daintieſt body doth vndreſſe the while: 

Oh, Suſan ſtay, oh, ſtay not here alone, 

The wiſeman ſaith, two better are than one; 
The Ellers cloſe in wait for thee do ly, 

Soclo'e that Sſan can them not deſcry, 


Like thit fare Dame which Jeſſes ſon from high, 


Bathing her ſelfe in garden did eſpy, 
At ſuddaine dazled with her ſplendour bright, 
Thinkes he doth fee a new Sunne riſe at night: 
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So ſhines the beauty of Suſamas face, 
Her eyes like ſtarres which froſty night do grace, 
Her teeth like iyory piles ſtand row by row, 
Ore which her lips fü ſcarlet ribbands ſnow, 
Her chin, her cheekes, her ſorehead and her noſe, 
Like lillies mixt with red and damas ke roſe. 
Her lu ry necke, faire ſhoulders which excell, 
Her paps that like two haruey apples ſwell: 
The which for ſport her babes were wont to cull, 
When they from them haue ſuckd their bellies full. 
Her ſnowy armes each grac d with mill- white palme, 
Like two eu'n branches cf the faireſt Palme, 
Whoſe ends were with (mall fingers ioynted neate, 
And at therr ends ſmooth ſtones of Berill ſer, 
The reſt whe knowes? them to omit I chule, 
As not once thought of by my graver Muse. 
But ſhe into the water leaping light, 
To coole her — their delight, 
Where pureſt waters her faire limbs embrace, 
As Iuory Sculpture in a criſtall caſe. 
Like chaſteſt cim hia when with dreaded dart, 
She chaſt the Tigre, Leopard and Hart, 
Her body ouertoiled with the heate, 
And faireſt skin or'e ſhadowed with ſweate, 
In pureſt fountaine in the ſhade doth waſh, 
WhulR all her darlings round about her paſh; 
Till hunter, to his coſt her beauty ſpyes 
Which heauenly did amaze his humane eyes: 
The light whereof ſo rauiſbeth his breſt, 
A reaſonable man turnes ſenſclefle beaſt, 
With ſnaggy hornes,cloue hoofes,& frighted looks, 
That he who vpward erſt,now downeward lookes ; 
And all his Curs, that lately he ſo fed, 
Him chaſing as their game faſt followed: 
B 3 VVhom 
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Whom pulling downe like Ieſabel they teare, 
Such beaſtly ende, all beaſtly Leechers feare 
Such beaſlly ends theſe Elders ele befall, 
Whilſt clouds of ſtones ſing their curſt funerall. 
As ſubtile Serpent cloſe himſelſe did hide 
In Eden, till a fit time he eſpide, 
When Adam to ſome other corner gone, 
He there might take Eue naked all alone: 
So theſe two Elders of the Serpents bree de, 
Who beare like enmity tc all her ſeede, 
This naked Dame alone, watch to aſſaile, | 
And firſt with promiſes ſeeke to preuaile : 
Madame, ſaith one, the ardour which we proouc 
Burning our hearts with flames of fervent loue, 
Compell vs life and honour to aduenture, 
And cloſely now into your garden enter: 
If you will vs in true affection meete, 
Stlyer to you ſhall be like ſtones in ſtreete, 
And we with gold will fill your faireſt hands 
Like D anaes lap, or T.z2us golden ſands: 
Thy beauty like the Day-ſterres ſhall be ſeene , 
And thou ſhalt raigne in Judah like a Queene. 
Bur if thou ſhalt refuſe with vs to lye, 
Behold, we then againſt thee teſtify, 
V Ve ſaw thee with a youth thy bed defile, 
And thou hadſt tent thy maides away the while, 
V'Vho can expreſſe Dphnes perplexitie, 
V Vhen gods for pitty turn'd her to a tree, 
As ſlie doth naked from Apollo ſlye, 
And than her honourloſe, would rather dye? 
Or who can tell that pittifull ſore-taking 
2. Sam. Iz. Of Abſolons faire ſiſter, when ſhe baking 
11. Cakes for her brother Amnon for to cate, 
Perceiu d her bonour was his longd-for meate? 5 
50 
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And cride, forbeare, oh brother, to diſcouer 
Thy ſiſters nakedneſſeʒ ay rather cayer 
My ſhame chan force me: oh] let no man tell 
Such wickedneſſe was done in Iſracj 
And I eun whither ſhall I goe for ſhame? 
And for a foole all Yael ſhall thee blame: 
May tell how Relchi's danghter was aſhamd; 
— — cir luſt ſhe blam d, 

ey which ought to iudge adultery, 
Should authours be of back as 
That thoſe her Lord and ſhe ſo honoured, 
Should plot with ſhame now to deble his bed. 
Fler nakednefle with cloathes ſhe faine would hide, 
But they all couerihg to her denide: 
Her couering was ſorrow,priefe and ſhame, 
And floods of teares for to expreſſe the ſame. 

As when fierce thunder threats to rend the skies, 
Great floods by ſtormes moſt violent ariſe, 
Tharriuers all their channells overflow, 

And drowne the ſeede which hus bandmen do ſow, 
So fill her teares the lauer to the brim, 

That drown'd in ſorrow,ſhe in teares may ſwim: 
Her drops of ſweate like pearles do trickle downe, 
And ſhe is all benumbd as in a ſwoune: 

Sol, erſt that ſhin'd ,aſham'd,now in a cloud 
Himſelfe, from ſeeing this foule ſinne, doth ſhrowd: 
Showres fall from heau' n, as if the ſtars did mourne, 
And all the birds their ſongs to murmurs turne: 
The trees ſmall drops liketeares about do daſh, 
And all the vnder ſhrubs with weeping waſhz 

The ſhrubs,the hearbs,and all make lamentation, 
To (ce this Dame ſo neere her deialation: 

And eu'n my Muſe, as I this ſtory write, 

Laments and mouznes to ſee her piteous plight, N 
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At laſt ſore grieu'd that humane eye beholds 

Her naked budy,ſhe her mind vnfolds. 

My Lords for loue of God, this ſinne forbeare, 

If not for loue nor honour, yet for feare, 

When you condemne another for this crime, 

You iudge your ſelues} Tis now a fitter time, 

To faſt and pray in our captivity, 

Than thus to double our iniquity. 

If Ike Eue conſent vnto your mind, 

J (ure with her a like reward ſhall find, 
And if doe your wickednes withſtand, 

Vet know I not how to eſcape your hand: 

But [ all mortall deaths will rather dy, 

Than in Gods fight commit adukery : 

Who doth with luſt her laſer lims enroule, 
Defiles her body, and doth damme her ſoule ; 
Haue I not promiſ d before God and you, 

To be vnto my husband iuſt and true? 

And muſt not all by lawes iudiciall dye? 

Without exception for adultery ? 

Oh ludges graue: but bridle yet your luſt, 

And once a womans Secrecy entruſt, 

That neuer will bewray this offerd ſhame, 

For honour of our nation and your name. 

But howſoeuer you my fleth torment, 

My heart to wickedneſſe ſhall not conſent, 

A guilty conſcience is a ſoarer wound, 

Than tortures all that Tyrants out haue found, 

Damez ſaid the ludgeʒ art thou yet ſo vnwiſe, 

Thou knowſt not Politicians did deuiſe 

Religion, onely to repreſle the baſe, 

And hold the Noble in the peoples grace? 

Doſt feare God ſhould vs in this action ſee ? 

This Lawyers gowne ſhall couer thee and me bl p 

nder 
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Vader which oft to Heau n hath paſt vnſeene, 
Farre greater Treſpaſſes then this, I weene. 
Luſt is a Sport, if cloſely carried, 
And from all fleſhly eyes cloſe couered ; 
The Troth which to your husband you did plight, 
Was but for ceremony in our Sight, 
And as for our iudiciall Laws ce, 
Iudges haue power therewith to diſpence ; 
Your ſelfe and honour vnto vs entruſt, 
And you ſhall find ys faithfull,true,and iuſt; 
Great is the honour of an Elders name, 
Then who ſhall dare or thee or vs defame? 
And for your conſcience now ſo fooliſh tender, 
Cuſtome like ours, will and valiant render : 
Weele not torment your fleſh, but it delighty 
Come,Madame,you muſt try an Elders might. 
Then, like fowle Beare, that greedy of his pray, 
His lcby Paw on milke- white Lamb doth lay, 
So he by force would bring her to his Luſt. 
But ſhe that in th Almightie put her truſt, 
Needes no Stilletto, now for to defend 
Her honour, but loud cries to heau n doth ſend ; 
<& Sureſt defence that women haue to cry, 
« To ſaue them from Luſts raging villany. 

You females-maſculine, that doe pretend, 
You weapons weare your honours to detend, 
It in the Court or City, villany, 
Should be attempted gainſt ou chaſtity : 
See here this n«ked woman all alone, 
Defends her honour hauing two to one. 
Her modeſt Lookes were late her ſure defence, 
* Gainſt baſe attempts, now cries gainſt violence. 
Oh modell of a chaſte and conſtant Dame, 
The world all chaſte ones, hence Suſammas name. 
Exe tempted was, and by temptation fell, 
Faire Thamar forced was againſt her will, 
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Sarah was tane away, but neuer tridez | 
Shames Feare made Lacrece yeild whexeof ſhe dide. 
But Iud#'s daughter naked all alone, 
Here ouercomes her Tempters,two to one. 
But one of them, ah ! ſuddainely doth run 
To the fore · gate, which he hath ſone vndone, 
And comming backe, both gainſt the woman cry, 
Stop, ſtop the adulterour, they both muſt dye, 
The Serx.auts much affrighted with the noiſe, 
And knowing well they heard their Ladies voice, 
Ruſhing in at the back-dore,found their Dame, 
Accuſel by the Elders to their ſhame, FR 
Vile woman cride the one of them, ſie, ſie, 
Is this thy modeſt holy Puritie? 
Thy Prayer, Faſting, Almes, and Meditation, 4 
Sabboths,and New-moones, holy obſeruation, 
With which thou ſeekſt thy wickedneſfe to couer ? 
God now will thy Hypocriſie diſcouer. 
Thy piteous lookes,and faind ſtrict Conſcience 
Shall be no Subrerfuge for foule offence 3 
Was this the cauſe thou forth thy maids didſt ſend ? 
More cloſely wirh a young man to offend ; 
We as true witneſſes, doe teſtiſie, 
That thou art taken in Adulterie, 
Thy Mien we doe hope to catch ere long, 
Who brake from vs becauſe he was too ſtrong; 
For teſtimony, open ſee the doore, 
Through which he ſcapꝰt, that was cloſe ſpard before; 
And ſee her naked, as with him ſhe lay, 
Lo here for heate her garments laid away. 
The Seruants all were grieu'd and mach aſham'd, 
To heare their Dome thus by the Elders blam d, 
For enuious Fame durſt neuer till that day 
Leaſt Spot or Blemiſh on Suſams lay. 


The end of the ſecond Booke, 
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True Louers greeting willinger to dye, 

Than e me imeeritie ; 8 

Ano intotalke of Suſan fals, 

And her deſcribes from birth to nuptials : 

She i * forth; arraign'd, candemm d to dye; 
God her deliuers, ſoone as ſhe doth cry. 


Ow clouds black curtaines vnder Heaun were 
And Morne was all in Scarlet manteled, (ſpread, 
(For chaſte Aurora put on this array, 
To ſhe the horrour of this bloudy day : ) 
When Elders from their Beds of Downe ariſe, 
Who nought but miſchiefe all the night deuiſe; 
And ſend their Serieants out to ſummon all 
The people to aſſemble at the Hall. 
Their Loue was turned now to Indignation, 
Their Luſt ro miſchieuous Imagination, 
And Heſtile. like ſince they may not enioy 
Her Fore by parley,ſecke it to deſtroy. 

But here chaſte Suſan doth my Muſe invite 
To tell, how with her Lord ſhe ſpent that night: 
Who hearing in his ſtudy at bis Booke, 
A wondrous noiſe,deth from his window looke; 


But 
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But when he thence but little could diſcerne, 

For ſhade of trees, comes downe the Truth to learne, 
As when great Ebers Sonne, (to ſaue his life, 

Her, ſiſter call'd,who was indecde his wife, 

Which made the King of Gerar for her ſend 

And for his owne wi Sarah apprehend:) 

Was vert with Feare, Doubts, Loue and Iealouſie, 

For loſſe of Honour, and the (haſtitie 

Of mother of the faithfull, who for cleate, 

Boch minde, and body, neuer yet had peere: 

But when the King conuai'd her home againe, 

And ſhee affirn] her ſelfe without all ſtaine ; 

Doth vnto Heas'n both Heart and hands aduance, 

And praiſd the Lord for her deliverance 

And though foule Fame, her for this ſhame reptoue, 

He her more ſure and conſtantly doth loue. 

Eu'n ſo Ioachim was at firſt afraid, 

His wife was vſed as the Eldeys (aid, 

But waying well her Faith and Conſtance, 

Soone blames his fooliſh Feare and Iealouſie: 

And curneth all his doubts and bitter paſſion 

To tender Lowe, teares,pitty and compaſſion : 

And her embracing thus began : My Deare! 


Forbeare to weepe; And let mee from thee heare, 


The depth of this profound iniquitie, 

That Both vs plungeth in this miſery. 

The deſert ſooner ſhall he fruitfull plaine, 

Mount Sins top be drown'd in Ocean maine: 

And Jordans fruitfull valleys turne to waſte, 

Than ſuſpect my loyall Wife vnchaſte. 

As when fierce Stormes doe all the mountaines walli, 
And threat to drowne the valleys with a daſh, 

If Titan pleaſe to caſt a golden Gleame, 


The coaſts are cleare, and all the Heu n ſerene ; 4 
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So, at theſe gracious ſpeeches of her Knight, 
Suſanna turnes her clowdineſſe to Light; 

Her eyes are dride, which fountaines were of teares, 
Sighs turn d to ſpeech; And thus her ſelfe ſhe cleares, 
O wretched I | yet wretched who can bee, 

That hath ſo kinde, a noble Lord, as thee ? | 
Who doe'ſt mee now in louing armes embrace, 
When enemies doe plot my moſt diſgrace : 

My Lord / ſhouldſt thou ſuſpe& my Loyalty, 

My heart ſhould burſt for Griefe, and I ſhould die. 
But Iordanes ſtreames ſhall ſooner backward ſlide, 
And Force my Body from my Seulediuide 

Celeſtiall Fire vnto Exrths center tend, 

And Center Titans fiery coach aſcend, 

Than I conſent for feare of Death or Shame, 

My conſcience with eternall ſpots to blame. 
Perſwaded be that I haue loyall Rood, 

I ioyfully will ſeale it with my blood; 

I feare no accuſations vniuſt, 

For | doe know in whom I put my truſt, = 

Theſe wicked Lords for mee in wait haue laid, 

But ſhame and Sorow here her Speeches ſtaid : 

And ſuddenly another (loud appeares, 

Which dims her Light,and drowneth all in reares: 

So deepe thee ſighs, ſo faſt her teares doe flow, 

That Ioachim doth weepe with her for woe, 

And both with Sighs and Groanes their loues record, 
But neither able is to ſpeake a word, 

As when two Clouds in Sommers day ariſe, 

In Eaſt and Weſt,which doe cbſcure the Skies, 

The lefler Cloud which Zephirus doth blow, 
Comes (wift,bur Lo | the greater comes but ſlow, 
Till they both meeting in the Well in wide, 

Raiſe raging — to an Eaſterne tide, 


Whoſe 
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Whoſe violence the cares of Oorne downe beates ; 
And all the Plough-mans Labour ill intreares : 
So doe the teares of this grieu d Couple fall, 
That they in Sorow drowne Words, Eyes, and All. 
1 And eu n my pen with Serow drown'd is faint, | 
| To lee them weeping,and you next acquaint, | 
Wich that which paſſed in the Indgement Hall, 
For there the people doe aſſemble all. 
Amongſt the reſt, one called leremy, 
(That was a childe of the Captivity, 
Who was old Helch#s ancient friend and peare, 
And from their cradles moſt familiar were, 
And often had the Elders office borne, 
Till Pride and baſe Ambition with ſcorne, 
Had throwne from Seate of Iuſtice, Equitie, 
| And foiſted in her roome baſe Briberie ) 
| Being now ſummond to appeare that day, 
. Enquir'd of Tobith then vpon the way, 
| What cauſe was of this Summons generall, 
1 Who told him what to Suſan had befall. 
Suſan, ſaid he, what Helchis daughter faire, 
| Which is her 2 onely childe and heire, 
1 Could ſhe be brought her fathers houſe to blame, 
| And bring her husbands honour vnto ſhame ? 
| | Togither with her parents I was one 
þ it Led Captiue by the King to Babilon: 
| | There was no man more noble in the Land, 
; Than he, nor more for Countreys Good did ſtand, 
4E 25.57 We ſaw our Kings Sounes ſlaine before his face, 
And then his eyes thruſt out, ſor more diſgrace; 
Yer vertue grac d ſo Helchi in this Lend, 
He in high grace ſoone with the King did ſtand, 
And was the firſt dwelt here in his owne houſe, 
Moſt Valiant, Noble, Wiſe, Religious, 
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Moſt happy in one chaſte and wife, 
By whom he had this ci and Life. 

I cell thee Neighbour, I this Girle did know 
Eu'n from a childe, as pure as any Snow, 
VVhofrom her mother ſuckd mil ke, as ſincere, 
As euer any nurſe to childe did beare: 

For ſhe ſo much this infant tendered, 

As with her owne Breſts ſhe it ſuckeled, 

* Fer with the milke,itis an old tradition, 

© The child may fucke a good or bad condition, 

So ſoone as Parents could her tongue prepare 
Tofj neither Coſt nor ſpares 
To teach her all demeanovy mannerly, 
8 a nav the molt High: 

ipture r daily taught to e; 

that in time they ſow'd in — ſeede, 

As might produce in Harveſt certaine gaine, 
For all their tillage,labour,coft, and paine. (paſt, 

Scarſe had the Sunne twelue times h Yirge 
When faire Suſannas manners ſweete, were cait, 

By care of Parents, in ſo faire a 

at all wich wonder did the maide behold : 
In publique Dancing ſhe doth not delight, 
Faires, banquets, plays, or ſittings vp at night, 
Nor yet in wandring Diuas converſation, 
But keepes at home her fathers habication : 
Imploying all her paines and carefull thought, 
To pleaſe and tend on them that vp her brought. 
Like, Storke who when her parents old haue neede, 
Suſtaines in Ell, who her in youth did feede; 
Accounting it a wondrous happineſſe, 
For gifts receiu d to render thanłfulneſſe. 

At yacant houres it was her chiefe delighe, 

To reade the ſtories of Gods glorious might, ww 


ere 
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Where all the choiſeſt precepts ſhe could find, 

She ftor'd as heau'nly Manna for her mind: 

The Liues of choiſeſt Dames of Iewiſh nation, 
To her as patternes are for imitation, | 
Which oft with needle, leſt ſhe ſhould forget, 

She in moſt curious Colours neately ſer, 
Here in a table (he doth tell the ſtory, 

Of Egyyts ouerthrowe, and Iudas glory, 

Where Miriam leades her Daughters in a dance, 

To ſing Heau u Prayſes for Deliuerance: 

The Red Sea here his waters doth diuide, 

Whilſt 1/7ael paſſeth to the other fide; 

And here the waues begin to meete againe, 

To drowne the proud Egyptian in the maine: 

One breakes, but knowes not how, his Charet wheele, ö 
Anothers horſe doth of the ſtaggers reele; 

Here one yet without hope of Life,doth ſwim, 
Another ſinking catcheth hold on him, 

And neuer lets him goe, till he him ſtraine, 

Vnto the late- dry bottome of the Maine. 

Here ſtands a Palme, whoſe height and breadth excell, 
Where Debora ſits iudging Ifrael. 

Cloſe by whoſe ſide fate valiant Barac,who 

Vnto the warre without Her, would not goe, 

Here weaues She Iephtes daughter in a Lome, 
From Conqueſt welcomming her father home, 
When lo, he rends his haire, and teares his beard, 
That one would thinke the picture had been (card; 
Who for the Vow he made to the moſt High, 
Deuoter her to perpetuall Ceſtity. 

Then would She with her Father ſuch a croſſe, 

So both thereby might haue no greater loſſe: 

Ofr ſings the to her Lute diuineſt L. ayes, 

And oft to make ſweet Hymns her ſelfe aſſaies, 


So 
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So that indeede to win her for his Bride, 

Young Princes ſoughr,bur ſhe them all deuide. 

Thus woo'd of all, but yet Loues fiery dart, 

Could never thaw the chaſte yce of her hear, 

But like a Diamond, which nothing bur 

A Diemond is able for to cut, 

So nothing could this peereleſſe Lady moue, 

But paireleſſe Toachims moſt conſtant Love : 

The yron eaſelier from beloued Side, 

Of Loade-ſtone than their Loves you might diuide ; 

de For as words cut in Diamondriay laſt, * 

ec So Loue on vertue grounded ſtanderh faſt, 

© When that which onely doth on Luft depend, 

ce Dath like to Ammons with the Fury end. 

This man was vertuous, of noble race, 

Rich, beautifull in Body, and in Face 3 

To him her parents gladly gaue conſent, 

And with her happy choiſe were well content. 
Then ſce how Lowe thus lawfully begun 

Betwixt this paire, a holy courſe doth run; 

A wiſe diſcreete man; chaſte and modeſt wife, 

Liu'd as their Bodies both had but one Life : 

One will, one mouth to wiſh and to direct, 

What one delights, the other doth affect, 

And he offends both, that diſpleaſeth one, 

Thus are they truely both one fliſp and bone. 

The old man farther would ſus Tale haue told, 

But now they at the Hall arriu d, Behold ! 

The officers, and ſergeants cry out, Roome, 

Make way, fot heere my Lords the Elders come. 
As Indges(which the wicked leſabel, 

To get the field which N«boath would not ſell) 

Corrupted 4 her Lues proclaime a faſt, 

And guiltleſſe Naboath with = chiefeſt plac tz 


Till 


— 


n 
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Till chat two wicked perſons ſweare this thing, 
We heard this man blaſpheme God and the King. 
Whereat the godly Iurours out doe cry, 

We finde him guiltie, guiltie let him die; 

So came theſe wicked Ellers ta the Hall, 
Reſolu'd to wreake their Site and Malice all: 

But that they might themſclues vpright pretend, 
They cauſe the people for the Dame to ſend, 
Who with her parents, children, and her kin, 
Appear'd as faire without, as cleare within. 

As when the coarſe of ſome much honour'd peere, 
Vato her tombe is brought vpon a Beere, 
Couer'd with veluet blacke downe to the ground, 
Her friends and kinſ-folkes all about her round, 
Their late delights now all to Sorrow tutne; 

But moſt her parents and her children mourne, 

For loſſe of their deare childe, and carefull mother, 
Who neuer had, nor ſhall haue ſuch another: 

That all the lookers on and Rtanders by, 

Bewaile the laſt act of this Trrgedie: 

So was this Dame brought out iu blacke array, 

Vnto the funerall of this ſad day, 

Her faire blacke ſtole lou reaching to the ground, 
Vnder which heau'nly Beauties all abound; 
Follow'd by noble Dames of Icwiſh nation, 

Who made for her exceeding Lamentation: 

Vea, ſo her parents and her children mourne, 

It doth all 14d hearts to pittie turne; 

Yer would the Elders Bowels not relent, 

Though eu'n the rockes and ſtones ſeeme to lament, 
And ſure none can the aſhes in an vrne, 

Bewaile more than they all for her doe mourne : 
Herein the difference doth only lye, 

A Coarſe is dead, and S#ſan is to dye. 


One's 
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One's Soule is whole in heauenly habitation, 
Hers there as yet only by contemplation, 

The Elders burning in old luſtfull fire, 

To ſatisfie their beaſtly Luſts deſire, | 
Command the Serie ams ſtreight her face vncouer, | 
And a: the Barte the priſoner plaine diſcouer, 

As when the Coffin which the Coarſe containes, 
With blacke all couer d, on the Herſe remaines, 
The mourmers ſeeme their loud Laments to hould, 
But when the Sexton doth the Same vnfould, 
Preparing it for earths laſt habit ation; 

All ſend out loudeſt groanes and Lamencation ; 

So all her friends this lining Coarſe bewaile. 

When from her tender eyes they pull the vailc, 

Her Face then vnder Sorowes clouds doth thine, 

As neere as mortals may, like to diuine; 

Her haire like wires of burnithe geld appeares, 

Whereon like pearles do hang her criſtall teares. 

e — ! Ren gu is ill, 
ou, like t pr way e, by eyi : 

For her but ye — your 3 — you venterd, 

And into lier Lords orchyard cloſely enterd, 

But now I fee the flame which you then burn d, 

Is all to Malice, Hate, and Fury tarn'd, 

In briefe the Clerke doth her Indirement reade, 

To which ſhe truely dothnon- gniltie pleade, 

Vet ſo the Lew is, that vpon Denial, 

Her Life muſt ſtand vpon the peoples triall. 

Poore wretch (ſaith then the eldeſt ludge) confeſle, 

And aske God pardon for thy wickednell, : 
The Evidence , alaſſe ! too plaine will be, 
The witneſſes thee in the act did ſee. 
ec But who feates not to act Adulterie, | 
© In Gods ſight, feares not before men to lie. 
2 Thon 


Neut.s 2. 
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Thou thought ſt this thing in ſecret to haue done, 

But God ſhall make it clearer then the $unne. 

Then on her guiltleſſe head both lay their hands, 

Whil'ſt ſhee like lepthes virgine-daughter ſtands, 

2 to Heu x, expecting when prieſts knife, 

Should for burnt · offering diſpatch her life. 

And thus they ſweare; As laſt daies afternoone, 

We two in ſhady arbour fate alone, 

In at the foregate to the orchard came, 

With maidens two attending her, this Dame, 

Whom at the back-gate ſoone away ſhee ſends, 

Whilſt ſome Deuotions priuare ſhe pretends 3 

But in cloſe ſhade we ſuddainly eſpie, 

A yong man waiting with this Dame to lye; 

And much aſham d of ſuch moſt wicked fact, 

Ariſe and take them in the very act. 

The man eſcapes, becauſe he was too ſtrong, 

For we alas are old, and he was yong: 

Out of the gate he breakes from vs away, 

But what hee was this Dame will not bewray: 

This truth fore God and man we teſtiſie, 

Now heare the Law againſt Adultery. 

The Clerke then reades: The man that's lying found, 

With any woman- kinde in wedlocke bound, 

They both ſhall die, as both together lay, 

So ſinne from 1/7acl is done away. 

Then as the chimes the clocke doe follow ſoone, 

As it hath told her longeſt tale ar noone, 

Not caring whether it goe falſe or true, 

So doe the idle-giddy headed crew, 

At hearing of the Indges witneſſe, cry, 

We finde her guiltie, guiltie let her die. 

Oh Heau'ns / chaſte Suſan die? Thou maiſt coplaine, 

That thouthine heart haſt clenſed then in yaine, 
In 
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In vaine haſt waſh'd thine hands in innocence, 
And day and night endured chaſtiſements: 

But vnderſtanding well the fearefull end 

Of thoſe thar ſo malitiouſly intend, 

How they conſume and periſh ſuddainly, 

Shee onely thus aloud to God doth cry. 

Searcher of Secrets: who fron: euer was, 
And all things knowſt before they come to paſſe, 
Thou knowtt they falſely theſe things teſliſie, 
= 494 mee: therefore, Lo I guiltleſſe die. 
Thou knowl I never to ſuch things conſented, 
As theſe men haue maliciouſly inuented. 

As Bullet then.which force of Powder ſends, 
Swiftly attaines the marke which it intends : 
Eu n ſo theſe words ſent from a wounded Sprite, 
Fly to che Lord that — all things right. 
Who vnderſtanding well by this appeale, 
Guiltleſſe Suſawi's wrong, forthwith doth ſeale, 
Without delay, or fee, an Dibibition, 

And to a yong man grants a new commiſſion, 
Far God(as was ſeene often in thoſe daies) 
The Spirit of org Daniel doth raiſe, 

Who as ſhee's led to execution, cries, 

I free am from this bloody Sacrifice, 

The people which all noueltie deſire, 

Returne of him his meaning to enquire, 

Who in the Spirit of Truth now waxing bold, 
Before them all their errour doth fold. 

O! Fooles of Iſrael! who to diſcerne 
The Truth not able are, nor ſeeke to learne: 
You one of Iſraels daughters heere to die, 
Condemned haue, butknow no reaſon why, 
Before what Iudges did you her arraigne ? 

Who her accuſets arc ? and who agune , 
C2 Are 
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Are witneſſesꝰ What, two falſe Elders ſhall, 

Be Iudge, accuſets, witneſſes, and all? 

cc He that his throne on Iuſtice will ere, 

te Mens ca:ſes,uot their perſons mult eſpe, 

If Elders now accuſers will become, 

They muſt before the Prieſts and Iudges come: 
And it they faile to prooue their acculation, 
They muſt be {ubie to like condemnation, | 
Returne, returne, make better inquiſition, 

Put the accuſers both out of Commiſſion; 
Aproint new Iudges, who with diligence, 
May trie the witueſſes and her defence. 

Returne, returne, in Judgement fit againe, 

For they againſt her faliely doe complaine. 


gen. 41. 38. As when lolt Same of I«cob did vnfold, 


The meaning of the Dreame which Pharaoh told, 
And wiſh'd that he ſhouid Offers command, 

To ſtore vp foode to (au: aſiue his land: 

None then in Phayees and his ſeruants eyes, 
Appeared then this Hebrew childe more wiſe; 

For by his gracious words they plaine deſcry, 

Gods Spirit in him moſt abundantly : 

And therefore next vnto the King muſt ſtand, 

And gouerne by his word all Egypt land. 

So when this youth doth lis great Prudence ſhow, 
By words like dew of Heas'n which from him flow, 
Ail with one minde conclude for certainetie, 

In him the Spirit reſts of the moſt High: ( 
And therefore as approouing of Gods choiſe, 

They all elett him Elder with, one voice: 

And th'other from their offices ſuſpend, 

Till this their cauſe ſlull haue a finall end. 


The end of the third Booke. 
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The fickle ſtate of ſeeming men of might : 
Their peace of conſcience that indge vpright. 
The people plaine the Elders malice ſee, 

In that their teſtimonies diſagree. 

Suſan's abſolu'd, and they condemn'd to die: 
Of Men and Angels heau'nly melody, 


Y Ou Inudges ; that on earth Gods 8 wield, 
As huabands trees and buſhes in a field, 

Crop which you liſt, and which you liſt let grow, 

And are as Gods Vicegerents here below; 

Loe heere an embleme of your fickle fate, 

And vaine inconſtancy of humane ſtate: 

Who but this morning ruld both farre and neere, 

Ere noone, as priſoners, at the Barre appeare; 

And who cu'n now were Iudges ouer all, 

Muſt by their Subiefs iudgement ſtand or fall. 

Ambition baſe, light puffe of worthleſſe Pride, 

How doſt thou heere vaine mortals thoughts deride ? 
Themthrowing like hand-bals againſt the ground, 

That they againe the higher may rebound, 

And when as thou haſt finiſhed thy Sport, 

Them leaw'lt all in the Duſt in equall ſor: : 

Oh happy Elders ! could your conſcience 

Now pleade, with Semuels, a iuſt defence : 1. S4 n. 1 2. 
C + That 3. 
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That willing doth before King Saul appeare, 

And people all, himielfe of fraud to cleare. 

Whole Oze, whoſe Aﬀe haue I vniuſtly tane ? 
Whom haue I wrong'd, ſaith he, in Goods or Name? 
Of whoſe hands haue I taken leſſe or more, 

To blind mine eyes, and I will all reſtore? 

Before God and's Annointed ( ſay they) wee 
Acknowledge thee from all corruption free: 

Thus all acquitted vpright Semmel, 

Who many yeeres had iudg' d all 1/7ael, 

But theſe two Elders had not rul'd one yeare, 

Ere they are both brought forth themſelues to cleare, 
Before the Iudge, and there to teſtiſie 

Againſt themſelues, their one iniquitie. 

Oh peereleſſe peatle of good ſound conſcience ! 
When we are call d to plead cur one defence, 
Eſpecially before the Lord of might, | 
Before whom all our deeds muſt come to light, 
When Angels ſhall aloud their trumpets blow, 

And mortals all at once in fleſh ſhall ſhow, 
For to receiue their iuſt and finall Pome, | 
When all in perſon muſt to Judgement come. 
How cheerefull ſhall good Eayſciences abide ? 
Whilſt wicked with the rockes may fall and hide, 
Them, from the vengeance of that iuſteſt one, 
Who retributes to all as they haue done. 
As wiſeſt Salomon when he could finde, 1 
No certaine witneſſe to reſolue his minde, | 
\When as two women did before him ſtriue, 
V Vhoſe was the dead, and whoſe the childe aliue: 
VVell knowing one of them the truth did know, 
Deuil'd how by themſelves it plaine to ſhow: 
So this yoag Iadge in heau᷑ nly wiſedome wile, 
Doth wil the Lot ds and people thus aduiſe. 
Brethren, Lo heere a queſtion berwixt two, 


V Vhich none on earch, but th2y, doe truly 4. 
260 
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The Dame deny's,what theſe accuſers ſweare, 
Shee's one, they rwozbur both one party are, 
And witneſſes: therefore in lawes conception, 
They both are lyable to iuſt exception , 
Wherefore I will cha one be put aſide 

Whilſt th'other is examined and tride : 

© God that from heau'n the truth of all doth ſee, 
ce Will neuer ler falſe witneſles agree. . 
When they are parted, firſt to Barre they call, 
The elder Iudge, there to be ſeene of al 5 
Who as baſe Shemei (of the curſing kind, 
After he was by Solomon confind) 


For paſſing 's bounds,then broughr before the King, 1. iu, 2.4 


His guilty conſcience gainſt him witneſſing, 

The wickedneſſe he to King Dauid did, 

When from his graceleſſy Abſolon he fled) 

Stood mute,amaz'd before the iudgement ſcare, 

And, out of hope, no pardon doth intreate: 

So ſtood the Carle amazed, ſnaking, mute, 

Expecting God ſhould vengeance retribute: 

Vet being old and full of ſubtilty, | 

Doth thus his owne proceedings iuſtify, 

My heart is confident and bold within, 

Since all I did was but to puniſh ſinne: 

If in ſomg circumſtances, faile I ſhall, 

To be accuſer,witneſſe, Tudge and all, 

My witneſſe-bearing thus I tuſtify, 

There was no more but we, could teſtify, 

And better we to bring this accuſation, 

Than leaue vnpuniſht ſuch abhomination. 

As for condemning, let the people ſay, 

\Who were the onely Iudges here to day, 

We ncuer urg d the rigour of the law, 

We onely teſtifide what we both ſaw: 

Let not her teares or beauty thee ſo blind, 

As ſhe a patrone for her ſinne may find: 
Beſides 
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Beſides the proofe,which we by oaths haue ſhowne ; 


Tis plaine, we found her naked all alone. 
Aloae? (aid Danicl;cancred Carle that haſt 
Liu'd wickedly, ſo long and ſo vnchaſt, 


Th ungracious deedes thou actedſt in Gods fight, | 


Shall here before vs all be brought to light, 

Falſe iulgements thou haſt giu'n,and ſore oppreſt 
The innocent, the guilty halt releaſt. 

Vet ſrichfthe Lord, Ihe innocent and righteous, 

Tu ſhalt not ſl ay, nor iſtify th unrighteous : 

We hiue well mack'd the wicked accuſation, 
Thou bringſt againſt this daughter of our nation, 
Tf, as thou ſwear'ſt, thou ſaw'ſt th' adultery, 

Tell now vader what tree they then did lye. 

A Mulbery tree, the Elder then replyde: 

Well, then ſaid Daniel, now thou haſt lyde 
Againſt thy ſelfezthe AngelPof the Lord, 

Stands ready to divide thee with a (word, 
Againſt thine owne life thou haſt teſtifide; 

Bring forth the other,put this wretch aſide. 


As theefe which feares, beſides his guilty breaſt, 


Thus feliow hath before the theft confeſt, 
Trembles and quakes at his examination, 
And ſeekes to ſcape by nice equivocation, 
At laſt reſoluing till to hold his tale, 
Doth vtrer words that tend to's finall bale: 
Eu'n ſo this ſecond feares, his will not hold 
Agreement with the tale his fellow told; 
Or that his brother might the truth confeſle. 
In hope of pardon for his wickedneſſe: 
But in the end, is his determination, 
No whit to alter his Grit accuſation, 
And therefore with a feigned innocence, 
He boldly ſpeakes thus in his owne defence. 
Brethren, ſince you to me this office gaue, 
I know l did ſo well my ſelie behaue, 


As 
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As euiltlefle now 1 need not be afraid, 

To bene vnto mine innocence your aid. 

That you from me my dignity haue rent, 

And broughę me to the Barre, I am content: 

My ſhoulder $ of a burthen is well lighted, 

For neuer I in Soueraignty delighted. 

That which mine heart with griefe doth now affect, 
Is, that you me of Falſity ſuſpect: 

That yon ſhould thinke 1 durſt ſweare to a Lye, 
And not expect dread lightning ſuddainely. 
Young man, God ſend thee honour in thy place, 
Thy greatneſſe build not yet on our diſgrace: 
What vs befalls may come to thee as ſoone, 

We iudged in the morning, thou at noone: 
Therefore beware, h man, thou iudgeſt right, 
Thou know ſt not who may iudge thy ſelfe ere night, 
What profit ist to me in this to lye, 

And to condemne my true friends wife to dye? 
Good Ioachims,who were ſhe chaſte as faire, 
They were a holy, noble, peareleſſe paire. 

But that whereof we now accuſe this. Dame, 

I ſweare is truezwho dares deny the ſame ? 

Then Daniel id, Oh thou of Canaans ſeede, 
And not of 1udas, Beauty hath indeede 
Deceiued thee, and luſt doth ewn thy heart 
And all the powers of thy ſoule pervert: 

Thus you with 1/zaels daughters dealt before, 
And they for feare haue plaid with you the whore; 
But Iudis daugliter, loachims chaſte bride, 

Could neuer fuch foule wickedneſſe abide. 

But they that will haue one condemmn d to dye, 
Ought of the time and place to teſtifie: 

Then tell me truely,vnderneath whar tree 

Them companing together thou didſt ſce, 

Vnder a Pomegranate, he then reply's, 

Bchold now all;how this vile villaine lyes, 


Saith 
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Saith then the Tudge; the Angell with a ſword, 
Shall thee diuide,of God and man abhord, 
Had the in orchyard to oy luſt conſented, 


This crime againſt her had not beene inuented. 
Well knew this before by revelation, 

But would make't plaine by their examination, 
Before I vnto iudgement did proceedc, 
Wherefore I, In Gods name, this ſentence reade, | 
I Duel, a iudge by your commiſſion, 

Huwing with diligence made inquiſition, 

In cauſe pretended of Adultery, 

Betweene this Dame, and theſe two Elders by, 

And witneſſes in diffrent tales ſo found, 

That thereby ane the other doth confound, 

Firſt doe abſolue from guilt this chaſteſt Dame, 
Reſtoring her to her good name and fame. 

Next I pronounce,that who ſo vp ſhall riſe, 

And gainſt his brother falſely reſtifi's, 

Ought inftly co receiue that puniſhment, 

Which wickedly he to his brother ment; 

Do to him as he would haue done, l ſay, 

So ill from Iſrael is done away. 

And fo ſhall other heare of it and feare, | 
And henceforth no falie teſtimony beare, | 
Let not your eyes of them take leaſt compaſſion, 
Reſpe& not greatneſſe, perſon, age or nation: 

A hand for hand, for tooth tooth, e ye for eye, 

A tooꝛe for foote, tor murther let them dye. 
Neuer did any people ſay Amen, 

Mare gladly to the preachers prayer, when 

He for the ſafety of our King doth pray, 

Aud their confuſion, that would him betray, 
Than all the multitude their ſnoutings raiſe, 

To bliſſe his iuſtice and their maker praiſe. a 
God that from fraud delivereth the iuſt, 

And from the wicked, all that in him truſt. 


2 a» 


And 


T be fourth Booke of Suſanna, ar 


And as when Faux that arcenall full fraughe Gun- 
With treaſon, miſchiefe, and rebellious thought, treaſon. 
(Plorring the death and vtter deſolation, 

Of King, Prieſts, Nobles,and ot all our nation, Ren. 
Becauſe like Suſan here we did deny, 

To leaue our Lord,and to accompany, 

With Iez abel in foule abhomination, 

Wich whom earths Princes commit fornication,) 
Condemned was by Iudges iuſteſt dome, 

Lo all the people doe together come, 

With ioyfull hearts, vnto his execution, 

Wbere he receiueth iuſteſt retribution: 

Eu n ſo when Daniel for falſe-witneſſe · hearing, 

The Elders had convict in peoples hearing, 

Vpon them the whole multitude doth run, 

And did to them eu'n as they would haue done, 

To chaſteſt Dame; fo ſinne was done away, 

And her blood innocent was ſau d that day. 


My — is done, but not my ſong, 

For they that all this while haue held their tongue, 
Vp now their voices vnto heauen raiſe, 

And for this Dames deliuerance ſing praile ; 
Firſt old Helchias ſpirit doth reuiue, 

As Lacobs hearing Joſeph was aliue, 

And like to vpright godly Simeon old 

When he his Sauiour in his armes doth hold, 
Sings menc Dunittis, Oh now let me dye: 

In Suſan s found not leaſt diſhoneſty, 

And next his wife like Miriam doth fing, 
The noble praiſes of her heauenly King. 
When as ſhe ſaw her enemies confounded, 
And all ch' Egyptians in the red ſea drowned. 
Oh Ioachim, who can the ioy deſcry ! 

That thou conceiud ſt for her deliueryꝰ 

He onely that hath skill to touch the ſting, 


Of Dev;ds Harpe, and Pſalmes like his to ling, 


Can 
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Can here deſcribe the heauenly melody, 

Was made on earth by chis whole company, 

Father and mother for their daughter ſung, 

The children which about their mother hung, 
Like faireſt cluſters of the fruitfull vine, 

Sing all with angelique, ſweete voice divine, 

Loe all her kindred, and her ſeruants ſing, 

And eun Dame Eccho ſeemd from heauen to ring 
But e'was not Eccho, but ſweete Angels voice, 

That for this Dames deliu' rance did reioyce. 

And now iny Muse, the Reader onely ſtayes, 

Jo ſing one ditty of this ſtories praiſe, 

Harke all chaſte Ladies, all iuſt ludges heare, 

Both old and young vnto my words giue eare, 

Let them like dew vpon your hearts diſtill, 

And ſiluer drops which heau'as on meadowes pill, 
Joachim, Suſan, Helchi with me fin 

The glorious bounty of the righteous king : 

And babes who ſcarce haue learud to tune your voice, 
Vea: ſucklings in his noble ſtrength reioyce. 

to whom earſt you lifted vp your eyes, 

Now heares your groanes, and liſtens to your cryes, 
And you deliuets from Beares cruell pawes, 

1 he Lyons throate, and Crocodiles foule iawes. 

Ne in all ages paſt hath ſau d the iuſt, 

And thoſe that put in him their hope and truſt; 

But ne uer plainer haue we heard or read, 

Than here, his prouidence diicouered. 

Suſanna chaſte to iuſtice I compare, 

The Elders two corrupted ludges are, 

Who (eeke for pleaſure, fauour, gaine, ambition, 

Her to corrupt, hut to their one perdition. 

ludges corrupt, vhen you this ſtory heare, 

Ar Gods iuſt yengeance tremble, quake and feare; a 
And indging others for the like offence, | 
Cor:demne your owne foule, guilty conſcience, 

And 
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And thinke not when you finde your ſelues vniuſt, 
Bauch 2 is onely due for luſt. 
Wo for ambition, fauour, feate or gaine, 
Doe iudge vniuſtly, merit equall paine. 
You that proiect to prooue by witneſſes, 
Things falſe, for gaine, or for malciouſneſſe; 
Lo here your Fate in this example ſee, 
ö Your teſtimonies neuer ſhall agree. 
Old letchers that in beaſtly luſt delight, 
See here your deeds of darkneſſe brought to light; 
Who doth from heauen your ſecret (ins behold, 
Will one day to your ſhame,them all vnfold. 
Tudges and people diligently try 
Ihe truth, before you one condemne to dye; 
| For ſome for malice, ſome will ſweare for gaine, 
Of enuy and ambition ſome will ſtraine. 
When as you ſee th'acculers violent, 
And offer oatb to prooue their owne intent, 
Though it may ſeeme them little to concerne, 
Vet war ily, be fore you iudge, diſcerne. 
Chaſte Dame; / who rather had endure the ſhame, 
Ihm priuily your conſciences to blame, 
Waite on the Lord, and in his lawes delight, 
So he will bring all wickedneſſe to light. 
Whilſt S»/an-like your innacence ſhall ſhine, 
And be commended to ſucceeding time. 
Henceforth let all the Ladies that liue chaſt, 
Be with the title of Suſan grac i: 
So far as Iſaacks ſeede the Scepter ſwayes, 
And Phebas doth divide the nights from dayes, 
So far ſnall honourd be chaſte Suſans name, 
And all chaſte Dames ſhall glory in the ſame. 
And when as witneſſes doe diſagree, 
F 3 ſhall praiſe her honourd chaſtity: 
And Daniels prudent diligence admire, 
| And by this patternegout the truth enquire, 
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In this ſhe ſuffers like that holy One, | 

Who though lie neuer ill had thought or done, 

Let was accuſd for curled Blaſpheme, 

But never could the witneſſes agree. 

Lo wicked Pilatelike th:ſe Elders ſtands, 

Waſhing before iuſt iudge,his guilty hands, 

Yet nothing but hells lake ſhall wath from thence, 

That guiltleſſe blood, the blood of innocence, 

In thee two wicked Iudges I doe ſee, 

The diuell and the world accuſing me, 

Whoſe malice ſurely had me ouercome, 

Had not the Prophet to my reſcue come. 

I fee in Daniel, ſitting on the throne, 

A true reſemblance of that holy One, 

Who though he all things palt as preſent knows, 

By Spirit which the truth to Dauiel ſhows, 

Yet by diſcuſſing will make all things cleare, 

That men and Angels which his Dome do heare, 

May ſecond it with finall approbation, 

The Tuſts reward, the wickeds condemnation. 

Go on, braue Daniel, in doing right, 

, And thou ſhalt fauour find in Princes ſight, 

Go1.41.40.7 Cyrus ſucceedes in Perſian Monarchy, 

Who thee ſhall raiſe to high Authority, 

And like wiſe Ioſeph place thee next his throne, 
He Egypt, thou ſhalt Perſiæ rule alone. 


— 


— — 


N all thy Poems thou doſt wondrous well, 
But thy Suſanna doth them all excell. 
R. = 


FINIS. 


